Vancomycin treatment for enterococcal meningitis.
Although clinical disease due to enterococcus is common, there has been only limited experience in the treatment of central nervous system infections by this pathogen. In particular, there have been few reports regarding the treatment of such infections in the penicillin-allergic individual. We present two cases of meningitis due to enterococci, including one case with a brain abscess, in patients with strong histories of penicillin sensitivity. We treated these patients with vancomycin hydrochloride and an aminoglycoside. Vancomycin with an aminoglycoside seems to be a reasonable treatment for enterococcal central nervous system infections.